
• Previous outbreaks reveal vulnerabilities

• Strict enforcement of:
• Line of Separation (LOS)
• Perimeter Buffer Area (PBA)
• Shared equipment restrictions
• Visitor restrictions

Importance of Biosecurity



What can producers do to enhance biosecurity?
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What Should A Producer Be Doing Now
Know and look for the warning signs of infectious bird 

disease: HPAI

• Swollen head, Cyanotic Comb and Wattles
• Hemorrhages on Legs, footpads and feet 
• Soft- or thin-shelled eggs; Misshapen eggs
• Sudden increase in bird deaths in your flock

your flock



 Since wild birds can be infected with these viruses without appearing sick,
people should minimize direct contact with wild birds by using gloves.

 If you hunt, take routine precautions:
 Don’t harvest, handle, or eat wild birds that are obviously sick or     found dead.
 Dress your game birds in the field whenever possible to prevent any potential

disease spread.
 Wear rubber gloves while cleaning game or cleaning bird feeders.
 Do not eat, drink, smoke, or rub your eyes while handling wild birds.
 Wash your hands with soap and water after cleaning game, and change clothing

before having any contact with healthy domestic poultry and birds.

Biosecurity information is available 
at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/2015/fsc_hpai
_hunters.pdf.

What Should A Hunter Be Doing Now

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/publications/animal_health/2015/fsc_hpai_hunters.pdf


Biosecurity

 The entrance to the poultry area should have a solid floor
that is easy to clean and disinfect, such as a concrete pad.

 Do not provide water to your birds from ponds or other
outdoor open water sources.

 Dedicate a pair of shoes or boots to your poultry area.
Change your shoes before entering the bird enclosure.

 Hunters who also work with poultry should wash their
vehicles, shower, and change clothes before returning to a
farm.



Biosecurity

 Scan the environment around the poultry enclosure for wild
waterfowl droppings frequently and remove them promptly.

 Pay close attention to entryways and other areas where
people, vehicles, and equipment move.

 Use the buddy system to help each other follow biosecurity
measures properly, every time.

 Have someone who isn’t involved in the day-to-day operation
of your farm to review your plan, watch biosecurity practices in
action, and provide suggestions from improvements from their
fresh perspective.



Biosecurity

 Anyone involved with poultry production from the small
backyard to the large commercial producer should review
their biosecurity activities to assure the health of their
birds.

 APHIS has materials about biosecurity, including videos,
checklists, and a toolkit available at
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/a
nimal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-
program/dtf-resources/dtf-resources

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/defend-the-flock-program/dtf-resources/dtf-resources


Biosecurity
 A team effort and a shared responsibility
 Like “life insurance” Hope you have it when you need it
 An ongoing process and must be always followed
 Practical guidelines must involve all workers
 Biosecurity is an investment, not an expense!
 There is no ‘one size fits all’ solution for biosecurity.
 Every effort should be made to prevent the first index case

through improved biosecurity

 USDA is urging the poultry industry, including backyard bird
owners, to step up their biosecurity practices as East Asia,
Africa, Europe and now Canada report cases of a highly
pathogenic Avian influenza.



Summary of U.S. HPAI Response Process
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