S Top Ten Egg States
United Egg Producers COVID-19 Updates

lowa State Updates

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: None

Food Service: Restaurants reopened statewide on May 15 with these guidelines in place. Bars
were permitted to reopen at 50% capacity on May 28. On June 12, Gov. Reynolds lifted the 50%
capacity limit.

**The full list of lowa Reopening Criteria/Operation Restrictions can be found here.

**The lowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship COVID-19 resources page can be
found here.

January 5

On Dec. 16, Gov. Reynolds lifted requirements restricting normal operating hours and gathering
size limit. The remaining requirements, including that lowans unable to socially distance wear
masks when in indoor public spaces, will be in place until Jan. 8, Reynolds said. Bars and
restaurants must also limit groups no more than eight people, unless they're all members of the
same household. Groups of diners must also be six feet from other groups (source).

December 22 & December 29

N/A

December 15

In lowa, the state’s Infectious Disease Advisory Committee (IDAC) is charged with addressing
guestions on priority groups to receive the vaccine. lowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike

Naig says that he will be recommending to the IDAC that food and agricultural workers are
considered as essential workers. When Secretary Naig looks at the food and agricultural sector
and who should get priority for the vaccine, it’s the meat processing workers and ag retail
workers (source).

December 8

lowa posted another 35 deaths from the novel coronavirus on Monday (source).

December 1

Senior managers at Tyson Foods' Waterloo, lowa, pork processing plant lied to interpreters

about the scope of coronavirus dangers at the facility, the latest complaint in a federal lawsuit
alleges (source).


https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public%20Health%20Proclamation%20-%202020.05.13.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://dia.iowa.gov/document/iowa-bar-and-restaurant-reopening-and-operating-criteria-during-covid-19
https://iowaagriculture.gov/covid-19https:/iowaagriculture.gov/covid-19
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2020/12/16/iowa-gov-kim-reynolds-eases-restaurant-bar-covid-19-restrictions-mask-requirement-extended/3926240001/
https://www.agriculture.com/news/business/officials-push-for-covid-19-vaccination-priority-for-agricultural-workers
https://fox28spokane.com/the-latest-iowa-death-rate-from-covid-19-rising/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/12/01/lawsuit-tyson-managers-lied-interpreters-covid-19-threat-plant/6476035002/
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Ohio State Updates

Stay at Home Order/Shelter in Place Order: expired May 29, and is now considered voluntary.
The Urgent Health Advisory can be found here.

Restaurants: Outdoor service resumed May 15. Dine-in service resumed May 21. The rules and
guidelines for reopening and sanitation can be found here.

**The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s COVID-19 information and resources can be found
here.

January 5
On Dec. 30, Gov. DeWine announced that the Ohio Department of Health will extend Ohio's 10

p.m. to 5 a.m. curfew until January 23, 2021. The extension is necessary until Ohio can
determine if it will see a post-holiday case surge that impacts hospitals (source).

December 29

Congress agreed on a $900 billion COVID stimulus package, which will include up to $13 billion
in funding that directly benefits agriculture. Nearly $1 billion will support a dairy donation
program and supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage payments for small and medium-sized
producers. More help will be made available to specialty and non-specialty crop growers, and
the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) will be expanded, which will allow small farmers to
continue operating and paying their employees (source).

December 1, December 8, December 15 & December 22

N/A

November 24

On Nov. 17, Gov. DeWine announced a new curfew as the state faces a COVID-19 surge. The
curfew will run from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. for three weeks starting Thursday, November 19
(source).

November 10 & November 17

N/A


https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/Urgent-Health-Advisory.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/Restaurants-and-Bars.pdf
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/programs/animal-disease-diagnostic-lab/resources/COVID-19-information-for-veterinarians
https://governor.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/governor/media/news-and-media/covid19-update-12302020#:~:text=Governor%20DeWine%20announced%20that%20the,case%20surge%20that%20impacts%20hospitals.
https://ocj.com/2020/12/new-covid-package-helps-farmers-previously-left-out-of-aid/
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/ohio-governor-announces-curfew-covid-surge/
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Indiana State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide May 4 — expired in Marion County on
May 15.

Restaurants: Restaurants in all counties except Marion, Lake and Cass were able to reopen at
50% capacity on May 4. Restaurants in Marion, Lake and Cass counties have all been able to
reopen since. Restaurants are currently operating at 75% capacity and bars are operating at
50% capacity. On Saturday, September 26, limitations on bars and restaurants were lifted. In
Marion County, Mayor Hogsett said that — starting Nov. 15 — bars and entertainment venues
will be limited to 25% capacity indoors. Guidance for restaurants can be found here.

**Guidance for businesses and employers can be found here.

**The Indiana Farm Bureau’s COVID-19 resource page can be found here.

January 5

N/A

December 29

A federal judge has denied a request from 15 Indianapolis bar owners to stop coronavirus

restrictions put in place by Mayor Joe Hogsett and the county’s public health department
(source).

December 22
N/A
December 15

On Nov. 30, new COVID-19 restrictions on businesses became effective in Lake County. Health
Officer Dr. Chandana Vavilala’s order limits how many people are allowed inside a business.
They must have full air ventilation and screen employees daily. Private house parties, club
meetings or banquets are still limited to 25 people. If more, party throwers need to draw up
and seek county approval for a COVID-19 risk mitigation plan. Lake County shopping malls and
retail, including liquor and convenience stores are limited to 75% capacity. Food courts are
limited to 50% capacity with six or less people per table (source).


https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/
https://www.backontrack.in.gov/files/BackOnTrack-IN_BackOnTrack-IN_Guidelines-Restaurants.pdf
https://backontrack.in.gov/industryguidelines.htm
https://www.infarmbureau.org/covid19
https://www.wishtv.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Bars-lawsuit.pdf
https://www.wishtv.com/news/politics/judge-denies-20-bars-request-to-end-covid-19-limits-in-indianapolis/
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/post-tribune/ct-ptb-covid-lake-restrictions-st-1126-20201125-pdggdmq3xvaufp6ejgy6nfatoq-story.html
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Pennsylvania State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide May 8 — Berks, Bucks, Chester,
Delaware, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lehigh, Northampton, Montgomery and Philadelphia
counties remained under the order through June 4.

Restaurants: Counties in the green phase may reopen bars and restaurants at 25% occupancy
for dine-in service and outdoor service if they follow the appropriate guidelines. On-site alcohol
sales at bars and restaurants are banned in Allegheny county. Gov. Tim Wolf allowed
restaurants to increase indoor capacity to 50% on September 21 if they self-certify by October
5. Starting Nov. 20, bars and restaurants in Philadelphia will not be permitted to have indoor
parties or indoor dining.

**Guidelines for essential business and operations employers can be found here.

**The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture’s COVID-19 guidance and resources page can be
found here.

January 5
As part of its latest round of inspections, the Pennsylvania Department of

Agriculture announced it has ordered 33 restaurants to close for allowing patrons to eat
indoors. The inspections took place Dec. 21-27 (source).

Along with once again being able to dine indoors, Pennsylvanians were able to the gym or
watch a movie at a theater starting Monday (Jan. 4), under an easing of restrictions by Gov.
Tom Wolf. The updated state guidance is the next step in the state's relaxation of the closures
that Wolf put in place in December to combat the spread of the coronavirus (source).

December 29
The state Department of Agriculture has ordered 61 restaurants across Pennsylvania to stop

indoor dining for defying COVID-19 mitigation orders. Indoor dining is banned through Jan. 4,
2021 (source).

December 22

N/A


https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/restaurant-industry-guidance/
https://www.pa.gov/guides/responding-to-covid-19/#ForBusinesses
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Resources.aspx
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Agriculture_details.aspx?newsid=1018
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Agriculture_details.aspx?newsid=1018
https://www.pennlive.com/food/2020/12/33-more-pa-restaurants-ordered-to-close-for-not-following-gov-wolfs-covid-19-orders.html
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/2021/01/03/coronavirus-whats-newly-open-and-whats-still-closed-pennsylvania/4122594001/
https://www.abc27.com/news/top-stories/gov-wolf-announces-new-covid-19-mitigation-efforts-restaurants-schools-businesses-sports-and-more-affected/
https://www.abc27.com/news/health/coronavirus/coronavirus-pennsylvania/pa-department-of-agriculture-orders-61-restaurants-to-stop-indoor-dining/
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California State Update
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: Yes — no official end date.
Food Service: Gov. Newsom’s stay-at-home order went into effect Dec. 6 one minute before

midnight. Restaurants are not allowed to offer either indoor or outdoor dining, limiting them to
only take-out and delivery service only. Current guidance can be found for restaurants here.

** The California Climate & Agriculture Network’s COVID-19 resource page can be found here.
January 5

The death of a third worker from COVID-19 at a California food processing facility has renewed
pressure on the Foster Farms company just days after a court ordered it to provide face masks
to employees and follow a number of other anti-virus measures. Three workers at Foster Farms'
Cherry Avenue plant in Fresno and nine at its Livingston plant in Merced County have now died
of COVID-19 (source).

Dealing with an influx of coronavirus patients that has put its health care system on the brink,
Los Angeles County is imposing a mandatory 10-day quarantine on anyone who travels into the
area from outside the Southern California region (source).

December 29

On Dec. 28, Gov. Newsom announced that farm and agriculture workers will be included in
Phase 1B, Tier One of the COVID-19 vaccine distribution rollout (source).

December 22

Fresno County health officials on Wednesday unveiled its Agriculture Industry COVID-19 Safety
Guidelines developed in collaboration with industry leaders to help employers better protect
their workforce during the pandemic (source).

December 15

Vaccinations are underway for health care workers, and so are lobbying efforts to give a higher
priority to workers in certain jobs. One such group is California's 800,000 farmworkers (source).

A 12-county region in California is out of ICU-bed capacity as a second wave of COVID-19
ravages the state’s rural Central Valley. San Joaquin County, an agriculture hub where the
majority of fruits and vegetables in the US are grown, has been hit particularly hard in recent
weeks (source).


https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/california-stay-at-home-order-looms-southern-covid-case-surge/
https://www.calrest.org/coronavirus/reopening
https://calclimateag.org/covid19/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/poultry-plant-covid-12th-death-foster-farms-california/
http://www.publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/Directive_Travel.pdf
https://ktla.com/news/local-news/l-a-countys-new-mandatory-quarantine-order-for-long-distance-travelers-is-now-official/
https://abc7news.com/california-coronavirus-vaccine-update-abc-covid-phase-1a-1b/9149919/
https://www.yourcentralvalley.com/news/local-news/fresno-county-unveils-agriculture-industry-covid-19-safety-guidelines/
https://abc7news.com/coronavirus-california-vaccine-farmworkers-distribution/8780567/
https://nypost.com/2020/12/12/san-joaquin-region-are-out-of-icu-beds-as-covid-19-surges/
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Texas State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide April 30.

Food Service: Bars were ordered to close by Gov. Abbott on June 26. They can remain open
only for to-go or delivery. Restaurants were ordered to reduce their capacity from 75% to 50%.
You can find more information about the minimum standard health protocols required here.

**Texas encourages restaurants and bars to follow the CDC's guidelines while remaining
operations.

**The Texas Farm Bureau COVID-19 resources page can be found here.
January 5

The Texas Supreme Court has blocked Austin and Travis County’s orders restricting restaurants’
operations to takeout only between certain hours overnight. The decision came the evening of

Jan. 1, after the rules went into effect on New Year’s Eve, hours after a district court judge sided
with Austin and Travis County in allowing the restrictions to happen (source).

Restrictions are tightening up in Jim Wells County. Their emergency management organization
said they no longer meet the requirements that allow bars to be open for business. Per a
Facebook post shared on Jan. 4, all Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission establishments in the
county that don't sell food are required to close immediately. Those that do sell food have to
limit their capacity to 50 percent (source).

December 29

Texas hit a new record of COVID-19 hospitalizations Monday (Dec. 28), smashing the previous
high mark set in July, as the state continues to slowly give its first round of vaccines. At least
11,351 people were hospitalized with the disease caused by the coronavirus — more than 450
patients beyond the previous one-day record of 10,893 of hospitalizations, set July 22 during a
summer surge (source).

December 15 & December 22

N/A


https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/OpenTexas-Checklist-Restaurants.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://texasfarmbureau.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.kxan.com/news/coronavirus/new-years-curfew-for-austin-bars-restaurants-announced-as-covid-19-hospitalizations-surge/
https://www.kxan.com/news/coronavirus/new-years-curfew-for-austin-bars-restaurants-announced-as-covid-19-hospitalizations-surge/
https://www.kxan.com/news/coronavirus/travis-county-judge-to-hold-hearing-on-pandemic-related-restaurant-restrictions-lawsuit/
https://www.kxan.com/news/coronavirus/travis-county-judge-to-hold-hearing-on-pandemic-related-restaurant-restrictions-lawsuit/
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/austin/texas-supreme-court-blocks-enforcement-of-austin-travis-county-restaurant-restrictions/
https://www.facebook.com/499746580202262/posts/1840022436174663/?d=n
https://www.facebook.com/499746580202262/posts/1840022436174663/?d=n
https://www.kiiitv.com/article/money/business/jim-wells-county-bars-forced-to-close-emergency-management-team-announces/503-497ba85a-3962-45c3-968c-711b475c1382
https://scnow.com/business/texas-hits-new-record-high-of-covid-19-hospitalizations/article_e4705a2f-aade-532f-be5b-d1c35e1bfd3e.html
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Michigan State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired June 1

Restaurants: 32 counties could reopen bars and restaurants at 50% capacity on May 22 if they
followed these guidelines. On July 29, Gov. Whitmer closed down indoor bar service statewide.
Outdoor service and restaurant service were able to remain open. On Nov. 15, Gov. Whitmer
ordered restaurants close indoor dining.

Operations that remain open must follow certain guidelines and can find other resources on
how to keep employees safe here.

**The Michigan Farm Bureau COVID-19 resources page can be found here.

December 29 & January 5

N/A

December 22

Michigan has extended its expansion of food assistance for 350,000 families through December
as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Michigan previously approved the additional food

assistance beginning in March —and now that is being extended for the month of December
with approval from the U.S. Department of Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service (source).

Final passage could come as early as Monday on a $465.1 million Michigan state aid package
that would provide “survival” grants to ailing small businesses and entertainment venues that
were closed or had their operations limited by state orders during the COVID-19 pandemic
(source).

December 15

Michigan small businesses such as independent restaurants that are hurting due to the novel
coronavirus crisis can apply starting at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, December 15, for up to $15,000 of a
total of $10 million in relief from the Pure Michigan Small Business Relief Initiative (source).
December 8

Michigan has extended its three-week COVID restrictions for 12 additional days to gauge the

impact of Thanksgiving -- an order that will keep dine-in service closed for restaurants and bars
heading into the holiday season (source).


https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-529474--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Restaurants_and_Bars_691404_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98179---,00.html
https://www.michfb.com/mi/coronavirus/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/topic/Coronavirus/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/michigan/2020/12/17/michigan-extends-additional-food-assistance-for-350k-through-december/
https://mibiz.com/sections/small-business/michigan-lawmakers-advance-spending-bill-with-58m-in-small-business-venue-relief
http://www.michiganbusiness.org/relief
https://detroit.eater.com/2020/12/14/22174077/michigan-restaurant-bar-cares-act-grants-business-relief-detroit-foundation-hotel-pandemic-dining
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/michigan/2020/12/08/science-is-settled-michigan-health-officials-defend-keeping-dine-in-service-closed-in-restaurants/
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Minnesota State Update
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired May 18

Restaurants: Governor Walz’'s extension now allows outdoor seating, but limited to half-
capacity, with a maximum of 100 customers. Eating inside won’t be allowed until January 11, at
the earliest. Guidelines for reopening can be found here.

**The list of MN essential Food and Agriculture workers can be found here.

**The Minnesota Department of Agriculture COVID-19 resources page can be found here.
January 5

N/A

December 29

The Minnesota Department of Health announced Monday, Dec. 28, it issued a cease-and-desist
order and notices of license suspension to Long Pine Store and Pizza north of Pine River after
determining it violated an executive order intended to minimize the spread of COVID-19
(source).

December 22

Minnesota’s current set of COVID-19 related business restrictions were set to expire on Dec. 18.
Governor Walz’s extension now allows outdoor seating, but limited to half-capacity, with a
maximum of 100 customers. Eating inside won’t be allowed until January 11, at the earliest
(source).

December 15

An executive order issued last month by Gov. Tim Walz closing bars and restaurants and other
businesses to slow the spread of COVID-19 is set to expire Friday. ReOpen Minnesota Coalition,
which claims support from roughly 160 statewide businesses ranging from bars to fitness
studios, plans to defy the governor by encouraging members to reopen Wednesday, the same
day Walz is expected to extend or modify his executive order or let it expire (source).

Minnesota lawmakers on Monday, Dec. 14, approved a $216 million deal to provide grants to
business owners hit hardest by the coronavirus pandemic and extend unemployment insurance
to workers through April (source).


https://mn.gov/governor/covid-19/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/safedining.pdf
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/critical-worker-definitions-ACC_tcm1045-425195.pdf
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/covid-19-agriculture
https://www.duluthnewstribune.com/newsmd/coronavirus/6819507-State-takes-action-against-2-more-Minnesota-businesses-over-COVID-19-restrictions
https://www.keloland.com/news/local-news/hills-mn-restaurant-reacts-to-new-covid-19-dining-restrictions/
https://www.startribune.com/minnesota-businesses-plan-to-defy-walz-shutdown-order/573392731/
https://www.duluthnewstribune.com/news/government-and-politics/6800313-Lawmakers-green-light-216-million-in-COVID-19-aid-for-Minnesota-businesses-workers
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Nebraska State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: No official stay at home order — the “21 Days to Stay
Home and Stay Healthy” expired April 30.

**Restaurants and bars can reopen and serve customers if they follow these guidelines.
**The Nebraska Farm Bureau COVID-19 resource page can be found here.

November 24, December 1, December 8, December 15, December 22, December 29 & January
5

N/A

November 17

On Friday, Gov. Ricketts said if coronavirus patients begin to occupy 25% of hospital beds, the
state will impose, or reimpose, a number of restrictions that previously had been in place. New
restrictions would include requiring bars to return to carry-out and delivery service only
(source).

November 10

The number of people hospitalized with the coronavirus in Nebraska continues to increase
steadily. The state said another new record was set Sunday when 794 were hospitalized with
COVID-19, up from 760 the day before. That number has more than doubled over the past

three weeks as cases continued to surge in the state (source).

Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and first lady Susanne Shore have gone into quarantine after both
were exposed to a person with the coronavirus (source).

October 27 & November 3

N/A

October 20

Businesses, charities and individuals suffering from the economic effects of COVID-19 can soon
apply for a new round of state aid, Gov. Pete Ricketts announced Monday. The new grants

target some businesses that were passed by in the state’s initial round of aid offered back in
June, including arenas, ethanol plants, zoos and massage and tattoo parlors (source).


http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-Restaurant-In-Room-Dining-Reopening-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.nefb.org/covid-19
https://norfolkdailynews.com/state/nebraska/ricketts-ties-new-restrictions-to-additional-covid-19-hospitalizations/article_152aff69-91aa-543d-9d49-9951d8196469.html
https://rivercountry.newschannelnebraska.com/story/42884566/nebraska-virus-hospitalizations-continue-to-set-records
https://starherald.com/business/the-latest-nebraska-gov-ricketts-in-virus-quarantine/article_6674287d-a4e2-5c86-8c5b-8d07602114b5.html
https://kearneyhub.com/news/state-and-regional/ricketts-announces-new-round-of-coronavirus-relief-grants-for-businesses-charities/article_639ca572-7cbc-529e-a001-c7711d8b1fde.html
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Georgia State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired April 30 for the general public — older persons
and the chronically ill were under a shelter in place order through October 15.

Restaurants can open for dine-in if they follow Gov. Kemp’s regulations outlined here. Bars
were able to open June 1.

**Food and agriculture business is generally safe and can continue operation. However, they
have to work under extensive guidelines to operate.

**The Georgia Department of Agriculture COVID-19 resource page can be found here.
December 29 & January 5

N/A

December 22

The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association, GFVGA, in collaboration with the Georgia
Department of Public Health, Georgia Department of Agriculture and the University of Georgia
Extension, has developed a practical and comprehensive COVID-19 handbook for growers and
farm labor contractors in the specialty crop industry (source).

November 3, November 10, November 17, November 24, December 1, December 8 &
December 15

N/A
October 27

Alpharetta city officials have launched the Vulnerable Population Grant Program and is
currently accepting applications from not-for-profit agencies that provide certain services to
support Alpharetta families who are suffering significant hardship due to the pandemic.
According to city officials, the focus of the program will be overdue rent and mortgage
assistance; utility assistance; food and nutrition; childcare; distance learning support; or other
unforeseen financial/ emergency needs of the community. It may also focus on providing group
community services such as food kitchens or pantries for the same population as mentioned
above and/or may also focus on organizations that provide mental health services for
vulnerable individuals (source).


https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
https://www.garestaurants.org/covid-19-restaurant-guide-to-reopening
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/food-service
http://agr.georgia.gov/COVID-19.aspx
https://southeastagnet.com/2020/12/15/gfvga-announces-covid-19-handbook-georgia-ag-laborers/
https://patch.com/georgia/alpharetta/alpharetta-grant-program-supports-families-impacted-covid-19

