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lowa State Updates

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: None

Food Service: Restaurants reopened statewide on May 15 with these guidelines in place. Bars
were permitted to reopen at 50% capacity on May 28. On June 12, Gov. Reynolds lifted the 50%
capacity limit.

**The full list of lowa Reopening Criteria/Operation Restrictions can be found here.

**The lowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship COVID-19 resources page can be
found here.

November 24

lowa Gov. Kim Reynolds said she would reassess the 10 p.m. curfew on indoor restaurant dining
she imposed as of midnight Monday night within a week to see if the limitation can be lifted or
new restrictions are warranted. She also specified in announcing the measure Monday night
that restaurants or hotels cannot hold private events for more than 15 people, a directive
certain to affect their group bookings for the upcoming holiday season (source).

Tyson Foods Inc., which says it produces 20% of the beef, pork and chicken in the U.S., has
suspended managers at an lowa plant accused of participating in a betting pool on how many
employees would become ill with COVID-19 (source).

November 17

lowa Secretary of Agriculture Mike Naig announced Monday that more than 200 local meat and
poultry processors have been awarded Meat Processing and Expansion grants through the lowa
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship. These small businesses can use the funds to
purchase or upgrade equipment, develop a direct-to-consumer sales strategy or participate in
food safety certification training (source).

Kim Reynolds announced in a news conference on Monday evening that lowans will be required
to wear masks when indoors and unable to social distance starting Tuesday, along with other
new restrictions (source).

November 10

They faced different disruptions, but lowa's egg and turkey producers are recovering from
pandemic-addled markets (source).


https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/
https://governor.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/Public%20Health%20Proclamation%20-%202020.05.13.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://dia.iowa.gov/document/iowa-bar-and-restaurant-reopening-and-operating-criteria-during-covid-19
https://iowaagriculture.gov/covid-19https:/iowaagriculture.gov/covid-19
https://www.restaurantbusinessonline.com/operations/latest-covid-developments-new-restaurant-restrictions-ohio-iowa-delaware
https://ir.tyson.com/about-tyson/facts/default.aspx
https://www.npr.org/2020/11/19/936905707/tyson-managers-suspended-after-allegedly-betting-if-workers-would-contract-covid
https://www.nationalhogfarmer.com/processors/iowa-awards-more-200-small-meat-processors-cares-act-funds
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2020/11/16/world/covid-19-coronavirus-updates
https://www.iowapublicradio.org/agriculture/2020-11-03/they-faced-different-disruptions-but-iowas-egg-and-turkey-producers-are-recovering-from-pandemic-addled-markets
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Ohio State Updates

Stay at Home Order/Shelter in Place Order: expired May 29, and is now considered voluntary.
The Urgent Health Advisory can be found here.

Restaurants: Outdoor service resumed May 15. Dine-in service resumed May 21. The rules and
guidelines for reopening and sanitation can be found here.

**The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s COVID-19 information and resources can be found
here.

November 24

On Nov. 17, Gov. DeWine announced a new curfew as the state faces a COVID-19 surge. The
curfew will run from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. for three weeks starting Thursday, November 19
(source).

November 10 & November 17

N/A

November 3

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced that in the first month of the application
period, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) approved more than S7 billion in payments to
producers in the second round of the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program. CFAP 2 provides

agricultural producers with financial assistance to help absorb some of the increased marketing
costs associated with the COVID-19 pandemic (source).

October 27

Farmers are encouraged to contact their local Farm Service Agency (FSA) office to apply for the
Coronavirus Food Assistance Program 2.0 (CFAP 2.0). The application deadline is December 11,
2020 (source).

October 13 & October 20

N/A


https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/Urgent-Health-Advisory.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/Restaurants-and-Bars.pdf
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/programs/animal-disease-diagnostic-lab/resources/COVID-19-information-for-veterinarians
https://www.cbsnews.com/video/ohio-governor-announces-curfew-covid-surge/
https://ocj.com/2020/10/more-than-7-billion-paid-in-second-round-of-usda-coronavirus-food-assistance-program/
https://ocj.com/2020/10/coronavirus-food-assistance-program-2-0/
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Indiana State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide May 4 — expired in Marion County on
May 15.

Restaurants: Restaurants in all counties except Marion, Lake and Cass were able to reopen at
50% capacity on May 4. Restaurants in Marion, Lake and Cass counties have all been able to
reopen since. Restaurants are currently operating at 75% capacity and bars are operating at
50% capacity. On Saturday, September 26, limitations on bars and restaurants were lifted. In
Marion County, Mayor Hogsett said that — starting Nov. 15 — bars and entertainment venues
will be limited to 25% capacity indoors. Guidance for restaurants can be found here.
**Guidance for businesses and employers can be found here.

**The Indiana Farm Bureau’s COVID-19 resource page can be found here.

November 24

N/A

November 17

Strack & Van Til donated five times as many turkeys as normal to the Food Bank of Northwest
Indiana to help families struggling with the coronavirus pandemic (source).

According to Gov. Holcomb’s latest executive order, businesses that don’t comply with the
statewide mask mandate could be shut down and the owners prosecuted (source).

November 10

N/A

November 3

Lt. Gov. Suzanne Crouch announced $4 million in federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic

Security Act funding has been allocated for the Indiana Meat Processing Expansion and
Development Grant Program (source).


https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/
https://www.backontrack.in.gov/files/BackOnTrack-IN_BackOnTrack-IN_Guidelines-Restaurants.pdf
https://backontrack.in.gov/industryguidelines.htm
https://www.infarmbureau.org/covid19
https://www.nwitimes.com/business/local/strack-van-til-donates-five-times-as-many-thanksgiving-turkeys-as-normal-to-food-bank/article_1245d317-8c3e-5bea-9094-7598817e37fd.html
https://www.wishtv.com/news/local-news/businesses-that-defy-indiana-health-order-could-be-shut-down/
https://www.agrinews-pubs.com/2020/10/28/crouch-announces-4-million-in-cares-funding-for-meat-processing-plants/a6v6ky8/
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Pennsylvania State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide May 8 — Berks, Bucks, Chester,
Delaware, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lehigh, Northampton, Montgomery and Philadelphia
counties remained under the order through June 4.

Restaurants: Counties in the green phase may reopen bars and restaurants at 25% occupancy
for dine-in service and outdoor service if they follow the appropriate guidelines. On-site alcohol
sales at bars and restaurants are banned in Allegheny county. Gov. Tim Wolf allowed
restaurants to increase indoor capacity to 50% on September 21 if they self-certify by October
5. Starting Nov. 20, bars and restaurants in Philadelphia will not be permitted to have indoor
parties or indoor dining.

**Guidelines for essential business and operations employers can be found here.

**The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture’s COVID-19 guidance and resources page can be
found here.

November 24

On Nov. 23, Gov. Wolf and Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine announced that the retail food
services industry, including bars, restaurants and private catered events must end alcohol sales
for on-site consumption at 5 p.m. on Nov. 25, 2020 only. In addition, indoor dining capacity at
Pennsylvania restaurants is now at 25%, or 50% if the restaurants self-certify (source).

November 17

On Monday, Philadelphia city officials announced that they would roll back the modest
concessions granted over the last several months, effective Friday, eliminating indoor dining
altogether and limiting outdoor tables to parties of four people who live in the same household
(source).

November 10

Across the state from Oct. 19-25, the Department of Agriculture’s Bureau of Food Safety
performed 15 coronavirus complaint-driven inspections. Nineteen coronavirus complaints were
referred to local and county health jurisdictions. Sixty-one complaint-driven educational letters
and one formal warning letter were issued (source).

November 3

N/A


https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/restaurant-industry-guidance/
https://www.pa.gov/guides/responding-to-covid-19/#ForBusinesses
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Resources.aspx
https://www.fox43.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/watch-gov-tom-wolf-secretary-of-health-dr-rachel-levine-provide-covid-19-update/521-7c5dbb81-529d-494a-8e2f-8d6e4c9b7147
https://www.inquirer.com/food/philadelphia-restaurants-indoor-dining-outdoor-coronavirus-epidemic-20201116.html
https://pittsburgh.cbslocal.com/2020/10/29/bureau-of-food-safety-coronavirus-restaurant-inspections/
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California State Update
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: Yes — no official end date.

Food Service: On July 13, Gov. Newsom ordered all counties in the state to close all bars and
the indoor operations of businesses including restaurants, movie theaters and museums, as
Covid-19 cases continue to climb. The businesses will be allowed to operate outdoors, if
possible, except for bars, he said. Current guidance can be found for restaurants here.

** The California Climate & Agriculture Network’s COVID-19 resource page can be found here.
November 24

Los Angeles County officials have announced new coronavirus-related restrictions that will
prohibit in-person dining for at least three weeks as cases rise throughout the holiday season,
according to the Associated Press. The new rules will take effect Wednesday at 10 p.m.,
meaning restaurants, breweries, wineries and bars will only be able to offer takeout, drive-thru
and delivery services (source).

November 3, November 10 & November 17

N/A

October 27

Restaurants in Alameda County resumed indoor dining Friday for the first time in more than
seven months. It’s the last part of the Bay Area to have maintained such restrictions for so long,
and one of only two counties where indoor dining remained off-limits (source).

October 20

N/A

October 13

The first phase of a survey of California farmworkers about the impacts of COVID-19 found a
community afraid to seek medical help, suffering financially more than most groups and missing
out on information and guidance due to language barriers. The study, undertaken on short
notice by a consortium of groups, led to a series of recommendations to improve assistance to
workers who survey representatives said are three times more likely to contract COVID-19 than
those in other jobs (source).


https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.calrest.org/coronavirus/reopening
https://calclimateag.org/covid19/
https://www.capradio.org/articles/2020/11/23/california-coronavirus-updates-november-2020/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/business/article/Alameda-County-is-reopening-indoor-dining-15671323.php
https://santamariatimes.com/business/agriculture/study-documents-covid-19-impacts-on-farmworkers/article_2d3b22e8-e6dc-53fb-9af8-c90ef7c40949.html
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Texas State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide April 30 — the city of Austin and Travis
County will remain under the "Stay Home, Work Safe" order until December 15.

Food Service: Bars were ordered to close by Gov. Abbott on June 26. They can remain open
only for to-go or delivery. Restaurants were ordered to reduce their capacity from 75% to 50%.
You can find more information about the minimum standard health protocols required here.

**Texas encourages restaurants and bars to follow the CDC’s guidelines while remaining
operations.

**The Texas Farm Bureau COVID-19 resources page can be found here.
November 24

N/A

November 17

Thousands of families — including some who waited nearly 12 hours — turned out Saturday at
the usually empty grounds of Fair Park for the North Texas Food Bank’s fifth and largest mega-
distribution of food during the coronavirus pandemic (source).

A state appeals court on Thursday put on hold El Paso County’s shutdown of nonessential
businesses that was scheduled to last until Dec. 1. El Paso County Judge Ricardo Samaniego
issued the shutdown order Oct. 29 in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19 (source).

November 10

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott (R) announced Thursday that additional emergency Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) food benefits will be provided this month. Due to the
ongoing pandemic, the governor's office said the Texas Health and Human Services Commission
(HHSC) will provide approximately $202 million in emergency benefits through the state's
partners at the U.S. Department of Agriculture (source).

October 27 & November 3

N/A


https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/OpenTexas-Checklist-Restaurants.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://texasfarmbureau.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/public-health/2020/11/14/thousands-pour-into-fair-park-for-north-texas-food-banks-largest-distribution-yet-during-pandemic/
https://www.texastribune.org/2020/11/12/el-paso-shutdown-court/
https://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/texas-news/texas-extends-snap-benefits-amid-ongoing-covid-19-pandemic/2473415/
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Michigan State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired June 1

Restaurants: 32 counties could reopen bars and restaurants at 50% capacity on May 22 if they
followed these guidelines. On July 29, Gov. Whitmer closed down indoor bar service statewide.
Outdoor service and restaurant service were able to remain open. On Nov. 15, Gov. Whitmer
ordered restaurants close indoor dining.

Operations that remain open must follow certain guidelines and can find other resources on
how to keep employees safe here.

**The Michigan Farm Bureau COVID-19 resources page can be found here.

November 24

N/A

November 17

Michigan will shut indoor bars, restaurant dining rooms, high school classrooms and colleges
for three weeks starting Wednesday, November 18, as part of a new push to fight the surging
coronavirus (source).

November 10

Michigan has extended its expansion of food assistance for 350,000 families through November
as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. Michigan has provided additional food assistance since
March —and now it is being extended for November with approval from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Food and Nutrition Service (source).

November 3

Michigan restaurants will have to begin tracking the names and numbers of customers in case

of COVID-19 outbreaks starting Monday under a policy announced Thursday as the state
experiences surges in cases of the virus (source).

October 27

N/A


https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-529474--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Restaurants_and_Bars_691404_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98179---,00.html
https://www.michfb.com/mi/coronavirus/
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-government/michigan-close-high-schools-colleges-bars-3-weeks-covid-spikes
https://www.clickondetroit.com/news/michigan/2020/11/06/michigan-extends-additional-food-assistance-for-350k-through-november/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/10/29/michigan-puts-new-covid-19-restrictions-gatherings-restaurants/6072637002/
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Minnesota State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired May 18

Restaurants: Bars and restaurants were able to reopen outdoor seating on June 1 and indoor
dining on June 10. Currently, indoor occupant capacity is limited to no more than 50% up to 150
people. Guidelines for reopening can be found here.

**The list of MN essential Food and Agriculture workers can be found here.

**The Minnesota Department of Agriculture COVID-19 resources page can be found here.
November 24

Gov. Walz says that he intends to soon announce a major state relief plan to help small
businesses during the COVID-19 pandemic. According to Walz, he will call a special session on
Tuesday in order to approve the plan, which will include sales tax mitigation. Both small

businesses and the hospitality industry have struggled during the pandemic and its resulting
restrictions (source).

Minnesota turkey farmers who took a financial hit because of the COVID-19 pandemic could be
eligible for assistance through a state cost-share program. Approximately $1.25 million is
available in the program, including about $750,000 for producers and up to $500,000 for
processors (source).

Minnesota milk, meat or poultry processors can access financial support to provide a safe
environment for employees and customers during the COVID-19 pandemic through a new cost-
share program from the Minnesota Department of Agriculture (MDA). USDA- and state-licensed
processors located in Minnesota with fewer than 200 employees can apply by Dec. 4, 2020 for
the Protect Our Milk, Meat, and Poultry Processors (POMMPP) Cost-Share program (source).

November 17

A recent change because of increasing COVID-19 cases means that the 79th annual Minnesota
Farmers Union convention will be held virtually this Saturday, Nov. 21 (source).

Under new restrictions Gov. Walz put into place on Nov. 10, bars and restaurants are required
to end dine-in services between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. Indoor capacity will also be capped at 150
people. Bar seating will also be closed, with the exception of establishments that only have bar
seating (source).


https://mn.gov/governor/covid-19/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/safedining.pdf
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/critical-worker-definitions-ACC_tcm1045-425195.pdf
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/covid-19-agriculture
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2020/11/20/covid-restrictions-mn-hospitality-groups-urge-gov-walz-for-emergency-relief/
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2020/11/23/coronavirus-mn-gov-walz-to-announce-aid-for-small-businesses-hospitality-industry/
https://www.wctrib.com/business/agriculture/6762082-Minnesota-has-1.25-million-available-to-help-struggling-turkey-industry
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMjQuMzEwNDM3ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZGEuc3RhdGUubW4udXMvcHJvdGVjdC1vdXItbWlsay1tZWF0LXBvdWx0cnktcHJvY2Vzc29ycy1wb21tcHAtY29zdC1zaGFyZS1wcm9ncmFtIn0.oXctUD5ktK-ShKVL-VRYNHIFLL6qOAu3_JFUpEG_8Ao/s/559140602/br/90358805309-l
https://www.dl-online.com/business/agriculture/6776167-Funds-available-to-protect-Minnesota-livestock-processors
https://www.wctrib.com/business/agriculture/6764234-Minnesota-Farmers-Union-changes-annual-convention-Saturday-to-virtual-format
https://kstp.com/coronavirus/governor-tim-walz-to-announce-targeted-restrictions-help-stop-covid-19-coronavirus-spread/5920230/
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Nebraska State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: No official stay at home order — the “21 Days to Stay
Home and Stay Healthy” expired April 30.

**Restaurants and bars can reopen and serve customers if they follow these guidelines.
**The Nebraska Farm Bureau COVID-19 resource page can be found here.

November 24

N/A

November 17

On Friday, Gov. Ricketts said if coronavirus patients begin to occupy 25% of hospital beds, the
state will impose, or reimpose, a number of restrictions that previously had been in place. New
restrictions would include requiring bars to return to carry-out and delivery service only
(source).

November 10

The number of people hospitalized with the coronavirus in Nebraska continues to increase
steadily. The state said another new record was set Sunday when 794 were hospitalized with
COVID-19, up from 760 the day before. That number has more than doubled over the past

three weeks as cases continued to surge in the state (source).

Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and first lady Susanne Shore have gone into quarantine after both
were exposed to a person with the coronavirus (source).

October 27 & November 3

N/A

October 20

Businesses, charities and individuals suffering from the economic effects of COVID-19 can soon
apply for a new round of state aid, Gov. Pete Ricketts announced Monday. The new grants

target some businesses that were passed by in the state’s initial round of aid offered back in
June, including arenas, ethanol plants, zoos and massage and tattoo parlors (source).


http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-Restaurant-In-Room-Dining-Reopening-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.nefb.org/covid-19
https://norfolkdailynews.com/state/nebraska/ricketts-ties-new-restrictions-to-additional-covid-19-hospitalizations/article_152aff69-91aa-543d-9d49-9951d8196469.html
https://rivercountry.newschannelnebraska.com/story/42884566/nebraska-virus-hospitalizations-continue-to-set-records
https://starherald.com/business/the-latest-nebraska-gov-ricketts-in-virus-quarantine/article_6674287d-a4e2-5c86-8c5b-8d07602114b5.html
https://kearneyhub.com/news/state-and-regional/ricketts-announces-new-round-of-coronavirus-relief-grants-for-businesses-charities/article_639ca572-7cbc-529e-a001-c7711d8b1fde.html
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Georgia State Update

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired April 30 for the general public — older persons
and the chronically ill were under a shelter in place order through October 15.

Restaurants can open for dine-in if they follow Gov. Kemp’s regulations outlined here. Bars
were able to open June 1.

**Food and agriculture business is generally safe and can continue operation. However, they
have to work under extensive guidelines to operate.

**The Georgia Department of Agriculture COVID-19 resource page can be found here.
November 3, November 10, November 17 & November 24

N/A

October 27

Alpharetta city officials have launched the Vulnerable Population Grant Program and is
currently accepting applications from not-for-profit agencies that provide certain services to
support Alpharetta families who are suffering significant hardship due to the pandemic.
According to city officials, the focus of the program will be overdue rent and mortgage
assistance; utility assistance; food and nutrition; childcare; distance learning support; or other
unforeseen financial/ emergency needs of the community. It may also focus on providing group
community services such as food kitchens or pantries for the same population as mentioned
above and/or may also focus on organizations that provide mental health services for
vulnerable individuals (source).

October 20
N/A
October 13

Still crippled by the pandemic, many Atlanta restaurants are struggling to hang on. Nearly 30%
of Georgia eateries unlikely to survive without bailout, according to a new survey (source).


https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
https://www.garestaurants.org/covid-19-restaurant-guide-to-reopening
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/food-service
http://agr.georgia.gov/COVID-19.aspx
https://patch.com/georgia/alpharetta/alpharetta-grant-program-supports-families-impacted-covid-19
https://www.ajc.com/things-to-do/atlanta-restaurant-blog/still-crippled-by-pandemic-atlanta-restaurants-struggle-to-hang-on/4ZMBQJXSJVHRDNKYINIKUTH3VU/

