
 

Top Ten Egg States 
COVID-19 Updates 

Iowa State Updates 

Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: None 
 
Food Service: The full list of Iowa Reopening Criteria/Operation Restrictions can be found here. 
 
**The Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship COVID-19 resources page can be 
found here. 
 
February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 16 

On Feb. 10, House Democrats advanced a proposal to provide more than $16 billion in relief for 
the food and agriculture industry. The House Agriculture Committee approved the measure 25-
23 along party lines after considering about a dozen amendments during a lengthy markup. The 
proposal is part of the sweeping $1.9 trillion COVID relief package that Democrats are pushing 
through Congress (source). 

February 9 
 
Governor Kim Reynolds signed a new public health proclamation Friday afternoon lifting all 
COVID-19 restrictions on businesses and gatherings. The proclamation went into effect on 
Sunday, Feb. 7 at 12:01 am. (source). 
 
February 2 
 
Debt collections, foreclosures and other activities on certain farm loans are now temporarily 
suspended. The U.S. Department of Agriculture made the announcement on Jan. 26 in response 
to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic (source). 
 
Iowa restaurants and bars struggling with COVID-19-related reductions in business will be able 
to apply for one-time grants under a new state program, Gov. Kim Reynolds announced Jan. 21. 
The $40 million Iowa Restaurant and Bar Relief Grant Program will give grants of up to $25,000 
to restaurants and bars that saw a decrease in gross sales in the second and third quarters of 
2020, compared to the same period in 2019 (source). 
 
January 19 
 
Food, agriculture, distribution and manufacturing workers in congregate settings that don’t 
allow for social distancing fall in the Phase 1B of the state’s vaccine distribution plan (source).  

https://coronavirus.iowa.gov/
https://dia.iowa.gov/document/iowa-bar-and-restaurant-reopening-and-operating-criteria-during-covid-19
https://iowaagriculture.gov/covid-19https:/iowaagriculture.gov/covid-19
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/02/11/agriculture-house-coronavirus-pandemic-relief-468555
https://www.kcrg.com/2021/02/05/gov-reynolds-lifting-all-covid-19-restrictions-on-iowa-businesses/
https://www.kcrg.com/2021/02/06/bars-restaurants-react-to-proclamation-lifting-covid-19-restrictions/
https://www.kcrg.com/2021/01/27/usda-temporarily-suspends-debt-collections-foreclosures-other-activities-on-certain-farm-loans/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/news/politics/2021/01/21/kim-reynolds-coronavirus-covid-19-update-vaccine-distribution-education-criminal-justice-said-today/4233552001/
https://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/entertainment/dining/2021/01/21/governor-kim-reynolds-announces-iowa-restaurant-bar-relief-grant-program-covid-19-relief/6657162002/
https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/health/covid-19-vaccine-available-to-next-priority-population-by-feb-1-20210112
https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/health/when-will-i-get-covid-vaccine-iowa-covid-vaccine-sign-up-distribution-plan-vaccine-faq-20210115


 

Top Ten Egg States 
COVID-19 Updates 

Ohio State Updates 

 

Stay at Home Order/Shelter in Place Order: expired May 29, and is now considered voluntary. 
The Urgent Health Advisory can be found here. 
 
Restaurants: The rules and guidelines for reopening and sanitation can be found here. 
 
**The Ohio Department of Agriculture’s COVID-19 information and resources can be found 
here. 
 
February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 16 
 
Gov. Mike DeWine recently released his proposed budget which includes funding for several 
Ohio agricultural priorities, including $240 million set aside for H2Ohio funds over the biennium 
and $49.3 million of that goes to agriculture each fiscal year. Read more here. 
 
On Feb. 11, Gov. Mike DeWine made the announcement that Ohio Department of Health 
Director Stephanie McCloud signed the Addendum to Director’s Third Amended Order that 
Reopens Restaurants, Bars, Banquet and Catering Facilities and Services to Dine-In Service, with 
Exceptions. 
 
On Feb. 11, Gov. DeWine announced that the 11 p.m. – 5 a.m. curfew has been lifted due to 
decreasing hospitalization numbers (source). 
 
February 9 
 
Ohio is on track to potentially lift its COVID-19 curfew if hospitalizations stay on the decline. 
They've been lower than 2,500 for seven days and the governor is expected to revisit the 
measure this week (source). 
 
February 2 
 
In accordance with the White House memo, Regulatory Freeze Pending Review, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture has suspended the processing and payments under the Coronavirus 
Food Assistance Program — Additional Assistance and has halted implementation until further 
notice. Farm Service Agency local offices will continue to accept applications during the 
evaluation period (source). 
 
 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/Urgent-Health-Advisory.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/Restaurants-and-Bars.pdf
https://agri.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/oda/programs/animal-disease-diagnostic-lab/resources/COVID-19-information-for-veterinarians
https://ocj.com/2021/02/state-budget-proposal-includes-funding-for-ag-priorities/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTEuMzUwOTYwODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL09IT09ELzIwMjEvMDIvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNjkyMDI2L0FkZGVuZHVtJTIwdG8lMjBUaGlyZCUyMERpbmUlMjBTYWZlLnBkZiJ9.dKkD28AJjlyrxC3iUYVQg1cJgL7xL8v93J7vX11hrd4/s/1181919697/br/97498433533-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTEuMzUwOTYwODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL09IT09ELzIwMjEvMDIvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNjkyMDI2L0FkZGVuZHVtJTIwdG8lMjBUaGlyZCUyMERpbmUlMjBTYWZlLnBkZiJ9.dKkD28AJjlyrxC3iUYVQg1cJgL7xL8v93J7vX11hrd4/s/1181919697/br/97498433533-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMTEuMzUwOTYwODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2NvbnRlbnQuZ292ZGVsaXZlcnkuY29tL2F0dGFjaG1lbnRzL09IT09ELzIwMjEvMDIvMTEvZmlsZV9hdHRhY2htZW50cy8xNjkyMDI2L0FkZGVuZHVtJTIwdG8lMjBUaGlyZCUyMERpbmUlMjBTYWZlLnBkZiJ9.dKkD28AJjlyrxC3iUYVQg1cJgL7xL8v93J7vX11hrd4/s/1181919697/br/97498433533-l
https://www.wane.com/community/health/coronavirus/ohios-covid-19-curfew-expires-dewine-urges-residents-to-stay-vigilant/
https://www.wlwt.com/article/ohio-curfew-could-be-lifted-as-covid-19-hospitalizations-fall-statewide-locally/35453223
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/20/regulatory-freeze-pending-review/
https://ocj.com/2021/02/cfap-suspended-until-further-review/


 

Top Ten Egg States 
COVID-19 Updates 

Indiana State Update 

 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide May 4 – expired in Marion County on 
May 15. 
 
Restaurants: In Marion County, Mayor Hogsett said that – starting Nov. 15 – bars and 
entertainment venues will be limited to 25% capacity indoors. Guidance for restaurants can be 
found here. 
 
**Guidance for businesses and employers can be found here.  
 
**The Indiana Farm Bureau’s COVID-19 resource page can be found here. 
 
February 9, February 16 & February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 2 
 
The Indiana Senate voted 40 to 8 Thursday to approve broad civil liability protections, including 
a prohibition on class-action lawsuits, against legal claims filed by individuals who say they were 
exposed to the coronavirus at a business or any organized event or activity (source). 
 
The extra restrictions on business operations imposed Nov. 30 by the Lake County health officer 
to minimize the spread of COVID-19 were rescinded Jan. 29, effective immediately. Dr. 
Chandana Vavilala said the countywide limits on business capacity and hours, including at 
school and recreational sporting events, appear to have helped reduce Lake County's COVID-19 
testing positivity rate and the number of COVID-19 hospitalizations (source). 
 
January 19 & January 26 
 
N/A 
 
January 12 
 
A more contagious variant of the coronavirus that was first identified in the United Kingdom 
late last year has been found in Indiana, state health officials announced Monday (source). 
 
In Indiana, Gov. Holcomb and Republican legislative leaders have made adding coronavirus-
related protections a priority for the legislative session which started last week. On the other 
side of the aisle, Democrats have their reservations about such legislation because it does not 
explicitly ensure the health and safety of workers, they say (source). 
 

https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/
https://www.backontrack.in.gov/files/BackOnTrack-IN_BackOnTrack-IN_Guidelines-Restaurants.pdf
https://backontrack.in.gov/industryguidelines.htm
https://www.infarmbureau.org/covid19
https://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/senate-approves-broad-covid-19-liability-shield-for-indiana-businesses/article_13a37038-e4e9-5dc6-b6bc-5d268512d5d0.html
https://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/lake-county-rescinds-enhanced-covid-19-business-restrictions-returns-to-state-prevention-guidelines/article_0bc745fe-185b-5003-a3b6-c999120354dc.html
https://www.tristatehomepage.com/news/coronavirus-watch/new-strain-of-coronavirus-found-in-uk-has-arrived-in-indiana/
https://www.indystar.com/story/news/politics/2021/01/11/indiana-lawmakers-consider-covid-business-liability-protections/4142716001/


 

Top Ten Egg States 
COVID-19 Updates 

Pennsylvania State Update 

 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide May 8 – Berks, Bucks, Chester, 
Delaware, Lackawanna, Lancaster, Lehigh, Northampton, Montgomery and Philadelphia 
counties remained under the order through June 4. 
 
Restaurants: The appropriate restaurant guidelines can be found here.  
 
**Guidelines for essential business and operations employers can be found here. 
 
**The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture’s COVID-19 guidance and resources page can be 
found here. 
 
February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 16 
 
The COVID-19 Hospitality Industry Recovery Program will distribute $145 million in funding to 
all 67 counties in Pennsylvania. According to Gov. Tom Wolf, funding will be given in the form of 
block grants to each county based on population (source). 
 
February 9 
 
Nine members of the Pennsylvania delegation in the U.S. House of Representatives sent a letter 
last week to House leadership urging the inclusion of the RESTAURANTS Act in future COVID-19 
relief legislation. The act would establish a $120 billion restaurant revitalization fund at the U.S. 
Department of Treasury to provide grants to small restaurant chains, independent restaurants, 
and catering firms with 20 or fewer locations doing business under the same name. Grants 
would be used to cover most expenses such as mortgage, rent, utilities, payroll, benefits, debt 
obligations to suppliers, and food (source). 
 
February 2 
 
The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture announced Jan. 26 it ordered three restaurants in 
the state to close, a decrease from 15 restaurants given notices the previous week. The latest 
round of inspections took place Jan. 18-24 (source). 
 
January 26 
 
Pennsylvania’s Phase 1B vaccination group includes workers in food and agriculture (source). 
 

https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
https://www.governor.pa.gov/covid-19/restaurant-industry-guidance/
https://www.pa.gov/guides/responding-to-covid-19/#ForBusinesses
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Pages/COVID-19-Resources.aspx
https://patch.com/pennsylvania/cranberry/cranberry-bars-restaurants-eligible-financial-aid
https://pennbizreport.com/news/18945-pennsylvania-lawmakers-urge-passage-of-legislation-that-would-assist-struggling-businesses/
https://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Agriculture_details.aspx?newsid=1029
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Agriculture_details.aspx?newsid=1029
https://www.pennlive.com/food/2021/01/number-of-pa-restaurants-ordered-to-close-for-defying-covid-19-orders-decreases.html
https://www.mcall.com/coronavirus/mc-nws-coronavirus-vaccine-pa-phases-20210125-vnqropc7kbajhmjj2dx26pa5hq-list.html


 

Top Ten Egg States 
COVID-19 Updates 

California State Update 

 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: Yes – no official end date. 
 
Food Service: On Jan. 25, California officials lifted regional coronavirus stay-at-home orders 
across the state. Current guidance can be found for restaurants here. 
 
** The California Climate & Agriculture Network’s COVID-19 resource page can be found here. 
 
February 23 
 
This week, Orange County will start setting aside doses of COVID-19 vaccine for workers in 
education, child care and food and agriculture, officials said. The county plans to dedicate 30% 
of its vaccine allocation to workers in those sectors, as well as to those in emergency services. 
The remaining 70% will go to residents 65 and older (source). 
 
Workers in education, child care and food and agriculture will be eligible to receive 
vaccinations in San Francisco starting Feb. 26 and in Los Angeles starting March 1, although 
public health officials in both counties have warned that the pace will be slowed by limited 
supply. Long Beach, which has its own health department and receives its own vaccine 
supply, started vaccinating some food workers and educators last month (source). 
 
California lawmakers on Monday cleared the way for 5.7 million people to get at least $600 in 
one-time payments, part of a state-sized coronavirus relief package aimed at helping those with 
low-to-moderate incomes weather the pandemic (source). 
 
February 16 
 
A number of West Coast cities have recently moved to require that large grocery chains offer 
employees what has come to be known as "hero" or "hazard" pay for working on the front lines 
of the coronavirus pandemic. Now, officials in Coachella, California, say they are the first in the 
U.S. to offer the same financial bonus to farmworkers (source). 
 
January 26 
 
California Gov. Gavin Newsom on Monday announced the state will be transitioning to 
prioritizing age for COVID-19 vaccine eligibility after seniors and essential workers receive their 
shots. After those 65 and older, health care workers and essential workers like first responders, 
teachers and food and agriculture workers are inoculated, the state is moving to an age-based 
vaccine prioritization system, the governor said (source). 
 
 

https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.calrest.org/coronavirus/reopening
https://calclimateag.org/covid19/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-21/orange-county-will-start-setting-aside-vaccine-for-education-food-agriculture-workers
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-09/teachers-essential-workers-cleared-for-vaccine-san-francisco
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-16/covid-19-vaccine-essential-workers-teachers-eligible-los-angeles-county
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-01-21/covid-vaccines-reach-long-beach-food-workers-teachers-next
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2021-02-21/orange-county-will-start-setting-aside-vaccine-for-education-food-agriculture-workers
https://ktla.com/news/california/california-lawmakers-approve-600-stimulus-payments-for-5-7-million-people-newsom-to-sign-bill-tuesday/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/kroger-shuts-stores-avoid-hazard-pay-covid/
https://www.cbsnews.com/feature/coronavirus/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/hero-pay-california-coachella-first-city-mandate-farmworkers/
https://ktla.com/news/california/ca-will-shift-to-age-based-covid-19-vaccine-eligibility-system-after-those-65-and-older-teachers-other-essential-workers-vaccinated-newsom/
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COVID-19 Updates 

Texas State Update 

 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired statewide April 30. 
 
Food Service: You can find information about the minimum standard health protocols required 
here. 
 
**Texas encourages restaurants and bars to follow the CDC’s guidelines while remaining 
operations. 
 
**The Texas Farm Bureau COVID-19 resources page can be found here. 
 
February 23 
 
Gov. Abbott has requested a USDA disaster designation for Cameron, Hidalgo and Willacy 
counties in response to severe winter weather that has impacted the state. This designation 
would make federal assistance, such as emergency loans, available to agricultural producers 
who have suffered losses in designated counties, as well as in counties that are contiguous to a 
designated county (source). 
 
February 2 
 
Gov. Abbott today announced that the Texas Health and Human Services Commission will 
provide approximately $300 million in emergency Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) food benefits for the month of February as the state continues its response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic (source). 
 
January 12 
 
The Hays County judge is ordering bars that don’t meet qualifications to operate as restaurants 
to shut down once again under state restrictions from Gov. Greg Abbott. Gov. Abbott’s 
order places 50% occupancy limitations when more than 15% of overall hospitalizations in any 
trauma area are COVID-19 hospitalizations for seven consecutive days. Trauma Service Area O, 
which includes Hays County and the surrounding Austin area, exceeded that 15% threshold 
from January 3 through January 9 (source). 
 
Trauma Service Area Q – which is made up of Harris, Fort Bend, Montgomery, Austin, Colorado, 
Matagorda, Walker, Waller and Wharton counties – has had seven consecutive days of COVID-
19 hospitalizations above 15% of total hospital capacity. According to a state order, the 
counties must pause elective surgeries and scale back indoor business capacity to 50%. Bars are 
also ordered to stop indoor service (source). 
 

https://www.dshs.texas.gov/coronavirus/
https://open.texas.gov/uploads/files/organization/opentexas/OpenTexas-Checklist-Restaurants.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fspecific-groups%2Fguidance-business-response.html
https://texasfarmbureau.org/covid-19-resources/
https://www.producebluebook.com/2021/02/22/texas-gov-abbott-requests-disaster-assistance-from-usda/
https://www.kristv.com/news/coronavirus/abbott-extends-emergency-snap-benefits-for-february
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/most-local-businesses-must-operate-at-50-occupancy-after-hitting-covid-19-hospitalizations-rate/
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/most-local-businesses-must-operate-at-50-occupancy-after-hitting-covid-19-hospitalizations-rate/
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-32_continued_response_to_COVID-19_IMAGE_10-07-2020.pdf
https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA-32_continued_response_to_COVID-19_IMAGE_10-07-2020.pdf
https://www.kxan.com/news/local/hays/tabc-records-27-hays-county-bars-facing-another-shutdown-with-rising-covid-19-hospitalizations/
https://www.khou.com/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.khou.com/coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.khou.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/houston-area-counties-ordered-to-roll-back-reopening-plans/285-95c8dff8-75e2-48e4-a4c6-0b7f093a2592
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COVID-19 Updates 

Michigan State Update  
 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired June 1 
 
Restaurants: On Nov. 15, Gov. Whitmer ordered restaurants close indoor dining. Restaurants 
may reopen on Feb. 1, with a capacity limit of 25% or 100 people. 
 
Operations that remain open must follow certain guidelines and can find other resources on 
how to keep employees safe here. 
 
**The Michigan Farm Bureau COVID-19 resources page can be found here. 
 
February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 16 
 
The Michigan Department of Health & Human Services announced workers in food processing 
and agricultural settings will be able to get vaccinated as of March 1. This includes about 79,000 
Michiganders, officials said. This will help ensure the health and safety of Michigan’s essential 
food and agriculture workers and keep the state’s food supply chain moving, MDHHS said in the 
release (source). 
 
February 9 
 
Michigan officials sent cease-and-desist orders or suspended food licenses at 21 restaurants 
and food establishments since Dec. 1 for violating COVID-19 health orders and being a hazard 
to the public health. Six restaurants had their food license suspended – and five of the six 
suspensions are still in place. Another 15 businesses were sent cease-and-desist orders, which 
is a lesser violation (source). 
 
A key state House committee approved a series of bills Wednesday that allocate billions in 
federal COVID-19 relief funds, but hold back billions more or offer the already appropriated 
money with strings attached (source). 
 
January 26 
 
Michigan’s indoor dining industry will be able to resume serving customers Feb. 1, although 
capacity will be capped at 25 percent — with a limit of 100 people —  and doors will have to 
close at 10 p.m. (source). 
 

https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/leo/COVID-19_Workplace_Guidelines_for_Restaurants_and_Bars_691404_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_98179---,00.html
https://www.michfb.com/mi/coronavirus/
https://www.clickondetroit.com/health/good-health/2021/02/15/michigan-updates-covid-vaccine-strategy-here-are-the-4-major-takeaways/
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2021/02/violators-of-dine-in-ban-mask-mandate-get-food-licenses-suspended.html
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2021/01/29/house-gop-bill-limits-covid-19-orders/4295243001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2021/01/27/whitmer-school-funds-covid-michigan/4274515001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2021/01/27/whitmer-school-funds-covid-michigan/4274515001/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2021/02/02/michigan-eviction-rental-covid-relief/6598878002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/politics/2021/02/03/michigan-house-coronavirus-funding-bills/4369714001/
https://www.bridgemi.com/business-watch/michigan-allow-indoor-dining-25-percent-capacity-covid-eases
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Minnesota State Update 

 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired May 18 
 
Restaurants: Eating inside resumed January 11 at half capacity, or up to 150 people. Guidelines 
for reopening can be found here. 
 
**The list of MN essential Food and Agriculture workers can be found here. 
 
**The Minnesota Department of Agriculture COVID-19 resources page can be found here. 
 
February 16 & February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 9 
 
The Minnesota Attorney General's Office, on Friday, announced five additional enforcement 
actions taken against businesses that didn't comply with Gov. Tim Walz's COVID-19 executive 
orders (source). 
 
January 19, January 26 & February 2 
 
N/A 
 
January 12 
 
On Jan. 6, Gov. Walz announced that he’s relaxing COVID-19 restrictions for Minnesota bars and 
restaurants, which have been closed to indoor dining for the last six weeks. Loosened 
restrictions were also announced for movie theaters, gyms, places of worship, and small 
gatherings. On Wednesday morning ahead of the official press conference, the governor said he 
is adjusting the dials on state COVID restrictions, allowing bars and restaurants to reopen 
indoor dining at 50% capacity, or up to 150 people. Restaurant tables will be able to seat up to 
six people, and bars will be able to seat groups of two. Under the new rules, reservations will be 
required, and establishments must close by 10 p.m. (source). 
 
December 29 
 
The Minnesota Department of Health announced Monday, Dec. 28, it issued a cease-and-desist 
order and notices of license suspension to Long Pine Store and Pizza north of Pine River after 
determining it violated an executive order intended to minimize the spread of COVID-19 
(source). 
 

https://mn.gov/governor/covid-19/
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/safedining.pdf
https://mn.gov/deed/assets/critical-worker-definitions-ACC_tcm1045-425195.pdf
https://www.mda.state.mn.us/covid-19-agriculture
https://kstp.com/business/minnesota-attorney-generals-office-announces-five-enforcement-actions-taken-against-businesses-for-not-following-coronavirus-executive-orders/6003042/
https://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2021/01/06/walz-to-announce-loosening-of-indoor-dining-restrictions-for-bars-restaurants/
https://www.duluthnewstribune.com/newsmd/coronavirus/6819507-State-takes-action-against-2-more-Minnesota-businesses-over-COVID-19-restrictions
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Nebraska State Update 

 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: No official stay at home order – the “21 Days to Stay 
Home and Stay Healthy” expired April 30. 
 
**Restaurants and bars can reopen and serve customers if they follow these guidelines. 
 
**The Nebraska Farm Bureau COVID-19 resource page can be found here. 
 
February 16 & February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 9 
 
On Tuesday, Mike Boell, who owns the Oakland Meat Processing Plant, and Anna Zeleny joined 
Johnathan Hladik, policy director for the Center for Rural Affairs, in Lincoln to testify before the 
Nebraska Legislature’s Agriculture Committee in support of a bill that would provide much-
needed support for producers, processors and consumers affected by the coronavirus 
pandemic (source). 
 
Nebraska will start issuing emergency supplemental nutrition benefits on Feb. 9, state officials 
said Monday. The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services said recipients of the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, known as SNAP, will get more money on their 
electronic benefit transfer cards (source). 
 
November 17 
 
On Friday, Gov. Ricketts said if coronavirus patients begin to occupy 25% of hospital beds, the 
state will impose, or reimpose, a number of restrictions that previously had been in place. New 
restrictions would include requiring bars to return to carry-out and delivery service only 
(source). 
 
November 10 
 
The number of people hospitalized with the coronavirus in Nebraska continues to increase 
steadily. The state said another new record was set Sunday when 794 were hospitalized with 
COVID-19, up from 760 the day before. That number has more than doubled over the past 
three weeks as cases continued to surge in the state (source). 
 
 
 

http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/Coronavirus.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19-Restaurant-In-Room-Dining-Reopening-Guidelines.pdf
https://www.nefb.org/covid-19
https://norfolkdailynews.com/news/local-processors-testify-in-support-of-meat-processing-bill/article_d56ac922-67c5-11eb-b077-83216047547d.html
https://omaha.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/nebraska-will-start-issuing-emergency-food-assistance-benefits-again-on-feb-9/article_183a5559-a7af-588e-829b-8b786c0f5d05.html
https://norfolkdailynews.com/state/nebraska/ricketts-ties-new-restrictions-to-additional-covid-19-hospitalizations/article_152aff69-91aa-543d-9d49-9951d8196469.html
https://rivercountry.newschannelnebraska.com/story/42884566/nebraska-virus-hospitalizations-continue-to-set-records
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Georgia State Update  
 
Stay at Home/Shelter in Place Order: expired April 30 for the general public – older persons 
and the chronically ill were under a shelter in place order through October 15. 
 
Restaurants can open for dine-in if they follow Gov. Kemp’s regulations outlined here. Bars 
were able to open June 1. 
 
**Food and agriculture business is generally safe and can continue operation. However, they 
have to work under extensive guidelines to operate.  
 
**The Georgia Department of Agriculture COVID-19 resource page can be found here. 
 
February 23 
 
N/A 
 
February 16 
 
On Monday, the Atlanta City Council voted to pass a resolution urging the state to make more 
essential workers eligible at this time for the COVID-19 vaccine. The resolution, from Council 
members Antonio Brown and Dustin Hillis, which passed 14-0 as part of the consent agenda for 
Monday's council meeting, specifically requested the Georgia Department of Public Health 
revise the 1A+ population category, which defines who is currently eligible to receive the 
vaccine in Georgia. Brown’s resolution calls on the state to expand eligibility during the 1A+ 
phase to include the CDC's full list of essential workers. It includes individuals working in child 
care, education, public transit, grocery stores, manufacturing, food and agriculture, 
corrections, and the U.S. Postal Service. 
 
December 22 
 
The Georgia Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association, GFVGA, in collaboration with the Georgia 
Department of Public Health, Georgia Department of Agriculture and the University of Georgia 
Extension, has developed a practical and comprehensive COVID-19 handbook for growers and 
farm labor contractors in the specialty crop industry (source). 
 
October 27 
 
Alpharetta city officials have launched the Vulnerable Population Grant Program and is 
currently accepting applications from not-for-profit agencies that provide certain services to 
support Alpharetta families who are suffering significant hardship due to the pandemic 
(source). 

https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
https://www.garestaurants.org/covid-19-restaurant-guide-to-reopening
https://dph.georgia.gov/environmental-health/food-service
http://agr.georgia.gov/COVID-19.aspx
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/vaccine/atlanta-city-council-consider-resolution-urging-state-expand-vaccine-eligibility/85-b87857c5-7301-4522-97b1-5c084e5cba98
http://atlantacityga.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=30&ID=294533&MeetingID=3352
http://atlantacityga.iqm2.com/Citizens/FileOpen.aspx?Type=30&ID=294533&MeetingID=3352
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/essentialworker.html
https://southeastagnet.com/2020/12/15/gfvga-announces-covid-19-handbook-georgia-ag-laborers/
https://patch.com/georgia/alpharetta/alpharetta-grant-program-supports-families-impacted-covid-19

