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January 14, 2021

Honorable Bruce Summers, Administrator
Agricultural Marketing Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Administrator:

| write to call your attention to an urgent problem which, if not immediately addressed, will
deprive food-insecure Americans of the high-quality protein and other nutrients provided by
eggs and egg products in the Farmers to Families Food Box Program.

United Egg Producers very much appreciated the Agricultural Marketing Service’s inclusion of
eggs and egg products starting in the third round of purchases. However, we have been
contacted by multiple distributors and producers who are interested in providing eggs and egg
products in the program’s fifth round but are being dissuaded from doing so because of a
recent policy reinterpretation by your agency.

AMS is telling vendors that while eggs and egg products may still be included in food boxes,
they will no longer count toward meeting the protein foods (meat) requirement. Our
understanding is that previously, eggs and egg products did count toward this requirement
and were included in many food boxes accordingly.

Now, distributors are telling producers they can no longer afford to include eggs and egg
products. Although it is unfortunate that our members stand to lose sales after a year of
incredible hardship, it is even more unfortunate that hungry families will miss out on the
convenience, versatility and nutrition of real eggs.

We strongly urge you to reverse this new interpretation so that distributors and producers can
again make a contribution to enhanced food security through the inclusion of eggs and egg
products in food boxes.

Sincerely,

(bt Bresy

Chad Gregory
President and CEO
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