
C A G E-F R E E  E G G
P R O D U C T I O N  
I N  T H E  U S

HFAC
Certified 

STANDARDs

UEP
Certified 

STANDARDs

Compliance requirement for entry into the Program

Verify compliance after initial certification by 
independent auditors

Notice given prior to a farm audit

AMERICAN HUMANE
Certified 

STANDARDs

Handling of Non-conformances and Egregious 
acts of abuse

Conformance Requirement

Duration of Certification

100% of the Farms and Barns 100% of the Farms and Barns 100% of the barns within 3 years

50% of the farms and 50% of the barns are 
randomly selected and audited every 

calendar year

100% of the farms and barns, or producer 
audits and 10% of the farms and barns 

every 12 months

Systematic 100% of houses 
every 3 years; ~ 33% per year

7 Days Months Months

Non-conformance items must be passed 
and ≥ 90%; 30 days for corrective 

action and reaudit 

Corrective action plan for any missed points 
(Exceptions may be granted under 

reviewed circumstances)

≥ 85%; corrective action plan for missed
points (Exceptions may be granted under

reviewed circumstances)

Corrective Action Committee oversight, 
which includes scientific and auditor expert; 

Can result in removal from program 

Handled by regular certifying management, 
Can result in removal from program

Handled by regular certifying management, 
Can result in removal from program

1 year (Extensions may be granted)1 year (Extensions may be granted)1 calendar year

Requires third-party Audits yes yes yes

Perching

Space Per hen (Nest area can count as space)

Nest 

Air Quality

Guidelines development

1.0 sq. ft./hen in slatted and multi-tier;
1.5 sq ft/hen in single level;

Yes

1.0 sq. ft./hen in slatted and multi-tier;
1.5 sq ft/hen in single level;

no

1.0 sq. ft./hen in slatted and multi-tier;
1.5 sq ft/hen in single level;

No

6"/hen 6"/hen6"/hen

Use of Hormones

Antibiotics

Prohibited by the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA)

Prohibited by the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA)

Prohibited by the U.S. Food & Drug 
Administration (FDA)

Restricted to therapeutic use Restricted to therapeutic useRestricted to therapeutic use

Colony nest 9 sq. ft./100 hens;
1 nest/5 hens

Colony nest 9 sq. ft./100 hens;
1 nest/5-7 hens

Scratch/Litter Space 21.6 sq in/hen (equalS 15% of 1 sq. ft.) 15% of floor space 15% of floor space

Colony nest 9 sq ft/100 hens;
1 nest/5 hens

Ideally less than 10 ppm;
Corrective action if above 25 ppm; 

Monthly testing if proven conformance

Ideally less than 10 ppm;
Corrective action if above 25 ppm;

weekly testing

Ideally less than 10 ppm;
Corrective action if above 25 ppm;

monthly testing

Set by an independent Scientific Committee advised by a Scientific Committee advised by a Scientific Committee

Layer Access (Doors)
Up to 6 weeks for nest training; Up to 30 days 

for therapeutic reasons
Not allowed (exceptions PERMITTED FOR

THERAPEUTIC REASONS)

Must have continuous access after 50% production or 
after 4 weeks, whichever comes first; when used must have 

≥ 6 hours of access to litter at onset of light
 (exceptions PERMITTED FOR THERAPEUTIC REASONS)

Pasture Raised (OUTDOOR SPACE REQUIREMENT)

Health

Emergency Preparation

Employee Training

veterinary relationship and veterinary 
approved health plan; Daily tracking 

of health measures

veterinary relationship and 
veterinary approved health plan

veterinary relationship and 
veterinary approved health plan

Emergency Response Plan Required; Requires 
specific fire mitigation methods Emergency Response Plan Required Emergency Response Plan Required

Requires initial and yearly training of all 
caregivers; Provides over 160 minutes of 
video training and ADDITIONAL materials 

Requires initial and yearly training 
of all caregivers

Requires initial and yearly training 
of all caregivers

FRee range (OUTDOOR SPACE REQUIREMENT)

n/a

n/a

108 sq. ft./HEN 108.9 sq. ft./HEN

2 sq. ft./HEN 21.8 sq. ft/HEN

View the UEP Certified 
Cage-Free Guidelines 

View the HFAC Certified 
Humane Standards

Comparison of standards among certifying bodies

Estimated fees for eggs Per 1 million hens $26,600$55,266
$4,100 for members; 

$11,600 for non-UEP members

View the American Humane 
Certified  Standards
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https://uepcertified.com/resources/
https://certifiedhumane.org/our-standards/
https://certifiedhumane.org/our-standards/



